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MAPA®IAJIbHUA BIOJIETEHD PARISH BULLETIN
14 mucronaga 2021 p. November 14, 2021
PO3KJIAA HEAIVIBHUX BOT'OC/TIY2KIHb SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
JIMCTOIIA/ NOVEMBER

14 - 21-wa Hegajna nicna Tpowui, Nitypria 10:00. Cs.
Be3cpibHukiB Kocmu i JamisHa.

21 - 22-ra Hegjnsa nicna Tpowui, Nitypria 10:00. Apxuctpatura
Mwuxaina i Bcix HebecHux Cun 6e3nnoTHMX.

28 - 23-T1a HeginA nicna Tpowui, Nitypria 10:00. Mpn. NaiciAa
BennukoscbKoro. MNoyaTtok Pisas’aHoro nocty.

14 - 215 Sunday after Pentecost, Liturgy at 10:00 am. Holy
Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian.

21 - 22" Sunday after Pentecost, Liturgy at 10:00 am.
Archangel Michael and all the Bodiless Hosts.

28 — 23 Sunday after Pentecost, Liturgy at 10:00 am. Ven.
Paisius Velychkovsyj. Beginning of the Nativity Fast

MoTtpebytoTb Hawmx monutoB: Teoaocia basep, Bipa Byuak-CureH, Tapac 'ykano, liogmuna Kovepra, Hukonat Muxainiok, €sreHis
MNigBucoubkKa, KOnia Mywkap, OkcaHa PycuH, 3eHosis i Netpo Cadynko, CredaHia LUesuyK, aHuno i AHTOHIHA CTeunwmH, Mapycsa
Tekena, Onecs Bonouwyk, Mapis 3anescbKka, AHHa 3ybeHko, Mapyca 3umoseub, HOpili MaHuyK, KceHs Camontok, ManvHa BakyniH,

Mapis [surainno utmnHcbka, JxeHedep KywHip.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Taras Hukalo, Ludmila Kocherha, Nickolai Michailuk, Jennie Pidwysocky,
Julie Puszkar, Oksana Rusyn, Zenovia & Peter Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Mary Tekela, Lesia Voloshchuk,
Maria Zalewski, Anna Zubenko, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Xenia Samoluk, Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky,

Jennifer Kushnir.

MAPA®IAJBHI IO/II TA OTOJIOIIEHHA

OEHb NAM'ATI - 11 IMCTONAAA: CborogHi nicns JliTyprii BiACAYKUTbCA NaHaXMAa 3a NONETNX y CBITOBUX BilHaX. BiuHa im

nam'atb.

NOMWHANBLHA NAHAXUAA 3A XXEPTBAMMW rO/1I040MOPY-TEHOLIUAY YKPAIHCbKOTO HAPOAY BiacnynTbea B Hegiio, 28

nucrtonaga, nicna Mityprii.




NAPA®IANIbHI 3ATANIbHI IHOOPMALLIAHI 350PU — 3BITU 3A 2020 PIK BiabyayTbea y Heainto, 12 rpyaHa 2021 poky, nicns
Boxoi Jlityprii.

3a3HauuMmo, Wo 360pu, Aki manum Biabytucs B ntotomy 2021 pokKy, bynu BigknaneHi yepes obmexeHHs naHaemii COVID-19 wono
ny6niuHux 3ibpaHb, 3rigHo 3 noctaHoBamm ypsaay Keebeky. LiepkoBHa paga Bupinaa nepeHecTun pivHi 3aranbHi 36opu oo
notoro 2022 poKy, TOMy B rpyAHi He bye Hi ronocyBaHHA, Hi BMbopis. Onicns niTyprii 3anpoLlyeMo 3a/MWNTMUCA Ha NEePEKYCKY.
Ane uboro pasy NpoxaHHA NPMHeCTH ii 3 c0b0to, N03asK LbOro POKY He byde HagaHO HALWOK KyXHetl TpaauuiiHoro obiay. byae
KaBa Ta Yal.

Bu MmoxkeTe B3TM y4acTb 0COBMCTO B LIePKOBHIl 3ani abo BipTyanbHO yepes Zoom. 3a NOCUMIaHHAM 3BepTaiTech 40 AHHU
ManrHOBCbKOI 3a agpecoto home_anna@hotmail.com go 10 rpyaHa, 18 roamtu.

AKw,o Bu byaete npucyTHi y 3ani, 6yab acka NPUroTyitTe nacnopT BaKuuHauii. (3a Hakasom ypaay Keebeky.)

XOPOBWM CrIB Ta COVID-19: Penetuuii X0py LWoHeaini, 0 9:15 roA. paHKy B LLEPKOBHIN 3ani. 3a 4oAaTKOBUMM iIHPOpMaLLismM
npouy 3BepTaiTeca Ao NannHu Basepuak (514) 620-9494. 3anpoLuyemo HOBUX XopucTis!

MNMounHatoun 3 8-ro }KOBTHA, XOPUCTU MOXKYTb NPUXOAUTU CMiBaTU, LOTPUMYOUMUCL 2-X METPOBOI AUCTaHLi. 3rigHo
po3nopaaKeHHAM ypaay KBebeky, HOCIHHA MackoK He € 060B'A3KOBMMM Mig Yac cnisy. Yepes NaHAEMItO Ta 3aHEMOKOEHHA W040
6e3neku, BiNbLWicTb CiBakiB BUCNOBMAM BaXKaHHA CNiBaTW B HAABHOCTI MACOK Ta MOBHOI BaKUMHaL,ii aTaKOXK AOTPUMAHHSA

OMCTaHLi.

NMPUCYTHICTb HA NITYPTIT - 3rigHo i3 po3nopagxeHHam ypaay Ksebeky, npucyTHicTb Ha BoxecTseHHii NiTyprii, He NOBUHHO
nepesuLLyBaTh 75 ocib. [ns BiasiayBaHHA borocnyiHb Bam NoTpibHO 3apeecTpyBatmca Ao 12 roguun (cy6otmn) (oHem paHiwe)
y AHHM MannHoBCbKOI 32 Homepom (514) 232-2818 abo home_anna@hotmail.com, a TaKoXK MU LLIYKAEMO BOJIOHTEPIB
(peectpyBaTh i cynpoBoarKyBaTH BiggigyBavis). baxkatoui, byab facka, 3BepHiTbess OKcaHu Laxseneaosoi (438) 921-1897

KAHAN YOUTUBE: Saint Sophie Orthodox Cathedral Montreal: TpaHcaaujia HawwKx BoxkecTBeHHUX BignpaBs BigOYBAETLCA B
OHNalH pexumi. Nignucyntecal

3ATAJIbHI IHOOPMAIIII

KOHTAKTHA IHOOPMALLIA: AKLWO BM NOMiIHAAM abo NnaHYETe MIHATU CBOKO AOMALLHIO Y/ NOLUTOBY agpecy, 3BepHiTbCa A0
Bonoanmmpa Octanyyka vostapchuk76@gmail.com.

YNIEHCbKA BKNIAOKA: LlepkoBHa paza Haragye napadisHam, XTO Le He 3an1aTB CBO YIEHCbKY BKAAAKY 40 LiepKsu, 3pobiTb
ue akomora wenako. OanHoki $180; PoanHa $300.

MEPEKA3ATU MNOXEPTBY ANA LLEPKBU ABO 3ANJIATUTU CBOKO YNIEHCBbKY BKNAAKY HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org
abo HagiwniTb Yyepes enekTPoHHUI Nepekas Interac e-Transfer Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [axkyemo 3a Bawli wupi
NoXKepTBu.

CBsaTtuii MydyeHuk IleTpo AneyT

3 ornAagy Ha WOKyoYe BUABJEHHA MOTUA AiTeil KOPIHHWX HAPOAIiB Y LUKONAX-iHTepHaTax, NPOCMMO B MOJIMTBAX BiAAATH Ha
3aCTyNHULTBO iXHi AywWi KOpPiHHOMY NpaBoc/iaBHOMY MydeHUKy CB. MeTpy AneyTy. Tak, cnpasgi, AK Nofae YKpaiHCbKMI
MNpaBocnasHuii KaneHgap AnbmaHax PigHa Huea 2010 p., Ha 25-ro rpyaHa 3a rpyropiaHcbKMM KaneHgapem (Bignosigae 12-my
rPY4HA 3a 0NiaHCbKMM), MM CBATKYEMO Nam’aTb MpaBocnaBHoro My4yeHuka-Tybinbusa, Cs. Metpa AneyTa. CBATKYEMO crniorag, npo
HbOro pa3om 3i Ce. FfepmaHOM ANACKMHCBKUM, SKUIN HAapOAMBCA A0 *KUTTA HebecHoro (3acHyB y locnogij) y Toit aeHb. [Hacnpasai ue
6yno 13-ro rpyaHs, wo Ao 1900 p., npunagano Ha 25-ro rpyAHA 3a KaneH4apem rpuropiaHCbKMM, a CborogHi ue 6yno 6 26-ro rpyaHs
(toniaHcbKa paTa 3a rpuropiaHCbKMM KaneHgapem neperge 3 13 gHis fo 14 HanpuKiHui atotoro 2100 p. —i Tak Big, 2101 p. mu
Mycuam 6 cBATKyBaTU Pi3aBo Ha 8-ro ciuHa!) 3a MM KaneHgapem — ase 3aTPUMaHHA TOro XK AHsA, AK 6yno Ao 1900 p. Aa€ YyMcneHHUM
NpaBoOCAaBHUM, AKi CBATKYIOTb 3a 0NiaHCbKUM KasleHAapem asbTepHaTUBY A0 HAATO KOMePLiMHOro rpuropiaHcbkoro Pisasa — to61o
CsATto CB. lepmaHa AnsickMHcKoro].

Mam’aTb Ca. MeTpa cBATKYETbCA pa3om 3i CB. lepmaHom mabyTb Tomy, Wwo came CB. FepmaH nepLunii BU3HaB MOro CBATICTb, AK
no6aummo pani. KaxyTb, LWLO Moro aneyTtcbKe im’a — KyHrarHak. MpasgonogibHo BiH HapoamMBca Ha ocTpoBi KaabsaKk Ha AneyTCbKuX
OctpoBax Anacku. MNpaBocnasHi micioHepy Npnbyam go Anacku 3 BanaamcbKoro pocoicbkoro MoHactupa y 1794-my poui. YepHeub



lepmaH (sK came Ha3MBaBCA BiH NPW HAPOAXKEHHI — HEBIZOMO), WO Hapoameca B CepnyxoBi Henoganik Big MocKsM, - EANHUN 3-
MOMIXK TUX, LLLO 30CTaBCA }KMBUM (Ta 3aIMLLMBCA Ha Anacwi) i cny*KMB Ha ManeHbKkoMmy CocHoBomy OCTPOBI L0 CBOTO YNOKOEHHS B
1837-my poui. KyHrarHak — oauH 3 YucneHHUX aneyTLiB, aki oxpectuanca y Bipy MpasocnasHy. [anu nomy im'a NeTpo.

Moro siaaaHictb XpucTtosi 6yna wmpocepaHa, Ak onosigae CUMeoH 1BaHOBUY AHOBCLKMIA, FONOBHMIA YNpaBUTENb POCIACHKOT KOMOHI
Ha Anscui Big 1818 o 1820 pp., y 3BiTi Npo My4eHUUTBO eTpa Ha 24-ro BepecHsn/7-ro }KoBTHSA (y TOM e AeHb HaivacTiwe
CBATKYIOTb Nam'ATb Moro) 1815 p., gatoBaHuii 15-ro atotoro 1820 p. [loBLy po3noBigb Npo Le 3HaXoAMMO B JIUCTi, AKOro BiH Hanucas
22-ro nuctonaga 1865 poky IrymeHy JamacknHy Banaamcbkoro MoHactups, 3Bigku npubys CB. FepmaH i ioro 6patcteo — MoHaxu,
Wob nocnyKmMtn HapoaoBsi Ansicku. (CMMeOH, AKKIA 3aBEPLLUMB CBOIO 3eMHY NoA0POXK, AK CxumoHax Cepriin y MoHacTupi CB. TUxoHa
KanysbKoro, - i € OCHOBHUM AXKEPESIOM BiLOMOCTEN NPO KUTTA 1 CyKiHHA CB. lepmaHa).

MeTpo 6yB 04HNM 3 POBITHUKIB POCINCbKO-aMepUKaHCbKOT GipMu, LLLO NMONIOBAB Ha TIONIEHIB Ha y3bepexkki KanidopHii, AKoto Ha Toi
yac Bos10AiNv icnaHui. BiH ByB 3aTpMMaHWit icNaHCbKMMM BOSIKAMM Pa3oM 3 iHLLIMMM aneyTuamu i ys'asHeHnn y CaH Meppo (cborogHi
ue nepegmicta Jloc-AHgyKeneca). Liei apeluT cnoHyKas iCnaHCbKMX PUMO-KaTONULbKUX MicioHepiB (CUMEOH KaxKe, Lo ue 6yam
€3YiTW, ane BOHWN HaneBHO Byan dpaHUMCKaHL|) NOLIKAaBUTMUCA AyLamK yB'A3HEHUX. Y NOCAILOBHOCTI 3 NONYAAPHUM NOMALOM
CTOCOBHO MPUHANEKHOCTI 40 BipOCNOBIAHOI CNiNILHOTK, AKMIA Binblue NOB'A3aHMI 3 iAE0NOrIEID aHiX TeoNOriEl, MicioHepwH
HanonAranu, Wob aneyTui NPUIHANM XpeLLeHHA, MOB/IAB TXHA y4acTb Y BipOCMOBIAHIN NpaBocAaBHil cnifbHOTI 3pobuna ix
«EPETUKAMM Ta CXM3MATUKaAMM Y.

AneyTui 30BCiM He TaK 3p03yminn ceoto Bipy, i BOHM piluyye BigMmoBAAAUCA NiAAATUCA BUMOram iCNaHLiB, HABITb Nif 3arpo3oto TopTyp
Ta cmeprTi. MeTpo nepwmnm noctpaxkaas. BiH 3pewwToto nomep Yepes BTPATy KPOBi Nicaa cepii amnyTau,iii, Yepes AKy BiH 30cTaBcA 6e3
PYK Ta Hir (3ayBakTe, Wwo B IKOHI CB. MeTpo nigHic cBoto pyKy, Wo6 NokasaTy, Wo BoHA oMy NoBepHeHa y BiuHoMy LlapcTsi, AKOro BiH
OCAITHYB CBOIM HEMOXMTHMM TepniHHAM 3apagu Xpucra). Cs. MeTpo A0 camoro KiHLA TPMMABCA CBOro CNoBiAyBaHHA Bipu: «fA -
XpuUcTUAHWMHY. PeluTa aneyTuis YHUKAN MOro A0Ai, KOAM B OCTAHHIO XBUIMHY HACMNiB HaKa3s - HEraHo 3BiNIbHWUAM iX Ta 3anNpoBaanan Ao
M. MoHTepeir.

Byayuu 3acninneHMMM ceKTaHTCbKOLO igeonorieto, myuuteni Cs. [eTpa He nouyam gokopy B TMx cnosax C.. [eTpa, HaTxHeHHoro Ca.
Jyxom. Y Hawi yacu BU3HAHO, LLO TEOO0riA AeLlo NnepeBnLLnia ineonorito, i Lo nepectopory, 34a€TbCA, HapeLwTi NoYvyau.
Hanpuknag, [KoHa, sKy M1 TyT ony61ikyBanu, HanncaHa pyKoto ikoHorpada, AltHoto F'ekep, AKy MoNpPocKB 3pobUTK €3YiT, 0. Peit
ByupbKo, aHTpononor Ty6inbuiB. 3B0PYLLIIMBUIA ONUC (QHMNIMCBbKOK MOBOIO) NPOLLECY HAaNUCAHHA L€ IKOHM MOXKHa 3HaUTU B
iHTepHeTi.

MOXMBO LLbOrO K 0. byLibKa CNOHYKano 6axkaHHA, Wob 3pocTano NPUMUPEHHSA MiXK KOHPNIKTYIOUMMIN XPUCTUSHCBKMMM
cninbHOTamu, i noeaHat C.. MNeTpa AneyTcbKoro, CTpaXKAaHHA AKOro 6y10 HaCNiAKOM LbOro TpariyHoro KoH®ANIKTY, 3 MOAbCbKUM
pUMO-KaTonLbKkum MydyeHnkom, Ce. AHapiem Boboneto, sKoro 3amyumnn ykpaiHcbKi Kosaku 16-ro TpasHa 1657 p., nig yac
NMOBCTAHHSA 3a XMebHULbKOro. TYT MOXKEMO 3HaTH IKOHY Lux ABOX My4eHUKiB, siKi 06iiMaloTb 04HE OAHOrOo, @ Pa3oM 3 UM i
MonuTBy Npo €AHICTb XPUCTUAH. 3BUYANHO € 3HAYHA Pi3HULA MiXK LMMK MydeHuKamu. MNeTpo 6yB MUpAHMHOM, a AHApI byB
CBALWEHNKOM OpAEHY, AKOro NpaBoc/iaBHi Ko3aku 6aunaun, K areHTa KaTo/IMLbKOT Blagu. AHTaroHiam 6yB ocobanBso roctpuii
BHACcNiAoK bepectencbkoi YHii 1596 p. (B AKil 6inblwicTb EnMckonis KuiscbKoi Mutpononii npuiiHanm snagy Pumcbkoro MNanu, i Takum
YMHOM 3apoamnnaca BipocnosigHa cnibHOTa YKpaiHLiB peko-KaTonuKis), i BiaHOBNEHHA YKpaiHCbKOI MNpaBocnaBHOI iepapxii nig,
OXOPOHOLO KO3aKiB y 1620-my p. (akoro ysakoHuB Celim MonbcbKoi Pedi MocnonnToi avwe B 1632-my p.). TaKoXK, TOPTYpPYyBaHHA
MeTpa 6yna cTpaTerieto (30BCiMm HEBAAIOM) 3MYCUTM Nepexia, Ao iHWoi Bipw, a 0. AHApPIA HaneBHO Byno BUCNOBOM (OrMAHUM i no3a
BMMNPABAAHHAM) HiBY Ta HEHAaBUCTM 0 PEXKMMY, SKOFO BBAXKAM rHiTiouMm. OgHaK fo Tiel mipu, wo i NeTtpo, i AHApilt obuasa
NPUCBATUAN cebe ABHOMY ELHAHHIO 3 XPUCTOM, K Y XKUTTI, TaK i B CMepTi — He CynepednTb AyXOBHIiM iCTUHI iX NoBaXKaTh — i
CBATKYBaTU — AK BparTis y Bipi B XpucTa, AKa 3acHOBaHa Ha Teoorii (NisHaHHA Bora MoAnTBOLO i XKUTTAM), KA CTOITb BULLLE iZeonorii.

Mouyswwu Big CumeoHa npo myyeHnuTBo MeTpa, CB. lepmaH 3anuTaB, AK HA3MBAETLCA LieN HEMOXMUTHUI IOHUI aneyTeupb, AKUIA Tak
ycniwHo nobopoB CBOIX MyunTENiB CBOELD Bipoto ax Ao cmepTi. MoyyBLIM BiANOBIAb, BiH NOBEPHYBCA NOBOXKHO A0 IKOHU (MOXANBO
00 IKoHu XpucTa, Aknii nobopos cmepTio CBOEID CMepPTb) | BUKNMKHYB: «CBATMIA HoBOMyUYeHUKY MeTpe, monaun bora 3a Hac!»
MporonoweHHsa Cs. NlepmaHa nigteepamamn 8 1970-my p. asi Pocilicbki MpasocnaBHi BipocnosigHi cnifibHOTH B MiBHIYHIN AmepuLi,
MNpaBocnasHa Liepksa B Amepuu,i (MLA) Ta Pociicbka MpasocnasHa Llepkea 3arpaHuyHa (PMNL3) napanenbHUMKU AiTypriiHumm
YPOUUCTOCTAMM (CbOroAHi Wi ABi CNiNbHOTM, AKi KOANCb 3Maraanca o4Ha 3 O4HOI0,- € Y 3/1aroi MoMix coboto).

Hexawn npuknag, Cs. MeTpa, MyyeHuKa-nigniTka, N0A3a€ HaM HaTXHEHHA ByTK Binbll HEMOXUTHUMM Ta BiZNOPHMMM Yy CBOIN Bipi B
locnoga, Wwob KoXKeH 3 Hac, y CBiM BAACHMI cnocib, 3po6buBs CBili BKNAZ Y 3pOCTaHHI NPUMMPEHHA MiXK II0AbMM Ta CMiJIbHOTaMU CBITY.

AMiHb.

o. Irop 0. KyTtaw



PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOVEMBER 11 - REMEMBRANCE DAY PANAKHYDA: Following today’s Divine Liturgy, there will be a memorial service in
remembrance of the fallen soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice during WW1 & WW2. May their memory be eternal.

UKRAINIAN HOLODOMOR - FAMINE GENOCIDE 1932-33 PANAKHYDA: SUNDAY, November 28, following the Divine Liturgy, for the
repose of the souls of the Holodomor victims.

PARISH INFORMATION GENERAL MEETING - REPORTS FOR 2020 will be held on Sunday, December 12, 2021 following the Divine
Liturgy.

Note that our annual general meeting, which should have taken place in February 2021, was delayed because of the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions regarding public gatherings, as decreed by the Quebec government. Parish Council members have decided to
remain until the AGM in February 2022, therefore there will be no voting nor elections in December. Lunch will not be served -
please bring your own. There will be coffee and tea.

You may attend in person in the parish hall or virtually via Zoom. For the link, contact Anna Malynowsky

at home_anna@hotmail.com by December 10, 6:00 p.m.

If you are attending in person, make sure you have your vaccination passport. (This is a Quebec government directive.)

CHORAL SINGING & COVID-19: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the church hall. New members are always welcome. For
more information, please contact Helena Waverchuck at (514) 620-9494.

Effective October 8, choristers may sing, standing a distance of two (2) meters apart. According to the Quebec government, the
mask is not compulsory while singing, however due to our own choristers' concerns, the wearing of masks will be required. Due to
the ongoing pandemic and safety concerns, a majority of singers expressed a willingness to sing under the condition that others
wear masks and are double vaccinated. Choristers will stand 2 metres apart.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE - In order to not exceed 75 people (according to Quebec government directives), to attend Sunday Liturgy
you are required to preregister by Saturday 12 pm of the week of the Liturgy with Anna Malynowsky (AHHa ManuHoBcbKa) at (514)
232-2818 or home_anna@hotmail.com

Volunteers (scribes, ushers) needed. Please call Oksana Shakhvieliedova (438) 921-1897 (after 5:30 p.m.) or email:
oksanafrance@ukr.net

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Orthodox Cathedral Montreal We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: - Please contact Walter Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com if your status, address,
telephone numbers or e-mail address have changed

MEMBERSHIP DUES: The Parish Council wishes to remind members that single membership is $180 and $300 for family. Those who
did not pay yet for this year, please do so as soon as you can.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity.

Holy Martyr Peter the Aleut

In view of the shocking discovery of the graves of indigenous children in residential schools, it may be salutary to commend all these
souls, the victims and the perpetrators, to the intercession of an indigenous Orthodox Martyr, St. Peter the Aleut. Yes indeed, on
December 25 on the Gregorian Calendar (which is December 12 on the Julian) Orthodox Christians celebrate the memory of a First
Nations Orthodox Martyr, St. Peter the Aleut. His memory is celebrated together with that of St. Herman of Alaska who was born to
Heaven (reposed in the Lord) on that day. [It was actually December 13, which, until 1900, was December 25 on the Gregorian
Calendar, and, today, would be December 26 (the Julian date on the Gregorian Calendar will change to 14 from 13 days at the end of
February in 2100 — as of 2101 we should be celebrating Christmas on January 8!) on that Calendar - but keeping the day as it was
until 1900 provides, for many Orthodox retaining the Julian calendar, an alternative to the highly commercialized Gregorian
Christmas — the Feast of St. Herman of Alaska].



St. Peter’s commemoration together with that of St. Herman’s may be a blessed (and providential) coincidence, since it was St.
Herman who first acclaimed his sainthood as we shall see below. Peter’s Aleut name is said to be Cungagnag. It is likely that he was
born on Kodiak Island in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska. Orthodox missionaries had come to Alaska from Valaam Monastery in Russia
in 1794. The monk, Herman (his birth name is not known), born in Serpukhov near Moscow, was the only one of them who survived
(and remained in Alaska) to minister from the tiny Spruce Island until his repose in 1837. Cungagnaq was one of the many Aleuts
who were baptized into the Orthodox Faith. He was given the name Peter.

His commitment to Christ was evidently a wholehearted one as Simeon Ivanovich Yanovsky, chief manager of the Russian colony in
Alaska from 1818 to 1820, related in a report on Peter’s martyrdom on September 24/October 7 (the day he is most commonly
celebrated), 1815, dated February 15, 1820. A lengthier account is found in the letter he wrote on November 22, 1865, to Abbot
Damascene of the Valaam Monastery, whence St. Herman and his brother Monks had come to minister to the people of Alaska.
(Simeon, who completed his earthly sojourn as the Schema-Monk Sergius in the St. Tikhon of Kaluga Monastery, is the chief source
of information about the life and ministry of St. Herman).

Peter was one of the employees of the Russian American Company hunting for seal and otter off the coast of California, at that time
held by Spain. He was arrested by Spanish soldiers, together with other Aleuts, and imprisoned in San Pedro (today one of the
suburbs of Los Angeles). This arrest prompted Spanish Roman Catholic missionaries (Simeon says they were Jesuits, but they were
most probably Franciscans) to take an interest in the souls of the prisoners. In keeping with a common view of faith community
membership that has more to do with ideology than theology, the missionaries insisted that the Aleuts be baptized, as their
participation in the community of Orthodox faithful was deemed to make them «heretics and schismatics».

This was not at all the way the Aleuts viewed their faith and they resolutely refused to acquiesce to the Spaniards’ demands even
upon threat of torture and death. Peter was the first to suffer. He finally died of loss of blood after a series of amputations which left
him without hands or feet (note that in the Icon that St. Peter holds up his hand to show that it has been restored to him in the
eternal Kingdom to which he has attained by his steadfast endurance in the name of Christ). To the very end Peter maintained his
confession of faith: «I am a Christian». The rest of the Aleuts were spared at the last moment by an order that they be released
immediately and escorted to Monterey.

Blinded by sectarian ideology, St. Peter’s tormentors did not hear the Holy-Spirit-inspired reproach in those words. In our day, when
theology appears to have gained some ground over ideology, the message has apparently been heard. In fact, there is an Icon
written by the hand of an iconographer, Ina Hecker, who was asked to do this by a Jesuit, Fr. Ray Bucko, an anthropologist of First
Nations peoples. Ina’s moving testimony of the process of creating this Icon is published on the internet.

It may be that the same Fr. Bucko was moved by the desire for reconciliation of conflicting Christian communities to link St. Peter
the Aleut, martyred as a result of this most tragic conflict, with a Polish Roman Catholic martyr, the Jesuit, St. Andrzej Bobola,
tortured to death by Ukrainian Kozaks on May 16, 1657, during the Khmelnyts’kyy uprising. A lovely iconic representation of the two
Martyrs embracing, together with a prayer for Christian unity, is also to be found on the internet.

There are, of course, important differences between the Martyrs. Peter was a layman, while Andrzej was a priest of an order which
the Orthodox Kozaks would have viewed as an agent of the forcibly proselytizing Catholic authorities. Antagonism was particularly
keen in the wake of the Union of Berestya of 1596 (by which the majority of Bishops of the Kyivan Metropolia accepted the authority
of the Pope of Rome, thus forming the Ukrainian Greco-Catholic communion) and the reconstitution of the Ukrainian Orthodox
hierarchy under the protection of the Kozaks in 1620 (which was legalized by the Parliament — Sejm - of the Polish Commonwealth
only in 1632). Also, Peter’s torture was a (singularly ineffective) strategy to force a transfer of a faith allegiance, while Fr. Andrzej’s
was undoubtedly an expression (abominable and inexcusable) of anger and hatred of what was seen as an oppressive regime.
Nonetheless, to the extent that both Peter and Andrzej were both committed to manifest union with Christ by their life - and death
— itis not contradictory to spiritual truth to recognize — and celebrate — them as brothers in a Faith in Christ, which is founded upon a
theology (knowing God through prayer and life) which transcends ideology.

Upon hearing from Simeon of Peter’s martyrdom, St. Herman asked what was the name of the resolute young Aleut, who thus
successfully overcame his tormentors by his faith unto death. When told it, he turned reverently towards an Icon (perhaps of the the
Lord Who overcame death by His death) and cried: «Holy New-Martyr Peter, pray to God for us». St. Herman's proclamation was
confirmed in 1970 by two Russian Orthodox Communions in North America, the Orthodox Church of America (OCA) and the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR), who canonized this second (St. Juvenaly, in 1796, was the first) Orthodox North
American Martyr in parallel liturgical solemnities (today these two — formerly rival - communities are in communion with each
other).

May St. Peter the teen-age Martyr, inspire us all to greater resoluteness and resiliency in our faith in the Lord of Love and Joy, so
that we may, each in their own way, contribute to the growth of reconciliation among the people and communities of the world.
Amen.

Fr. lhor G. Kutash



